
  As fall makes its arrival, the quick 

passage of the year becomes a reality.  

The Track Star team has been working 

steadily on the upcoming release of 

AVLS Version 6.1 and in the implemen-

tation and testing of new devices that 

will support the new features found in 

this release. 

 Even as we approach beta release of 

Version 6.1, the vision for the next 

version and for future versions of the 

AVLS product are being developed and 

planned for. 

President’s Message Vehicle Data 
  The upcoming release of Track Star 

AVLS incorporates features for the 

collection and reporting of data from 

vehicle computer systems. 

 Depending on the device selected for 

implementation, this data can come 

from the OBDII data bus found typi-

cally in light and medium duty vehi-

cles or from the J1708/J1939 data 

bus found in heavy duty vehicles. 

 Wide variations exist not only in the 

device capabilities to collect and 

report this data, but also in the data 

available from the vehicle across 

brands, models and years of vehi-

cles. 

 In the Track Star implementation, 

some of the data such as VIN and 

odometer are used as routine data 

points while other data, such as 

check engine lights, seat belt indica-

tors and other data, is used to detect 

and report  notification related inci-

dents to the system.  New reports 

make this data available to system 

users. 

This edition of the Track Star news-

letter includes a “sneak peak” at 

some of the innovations that our 

users will find included in Version 

6.1.  We are just a couple of weeks 

away from introducing this version 

to our Beta community with the 

general release planned for mid 

December. 

 Our device partners have intro-

duced some exciting new products 

and you will find some information 

about those here as well. 

Our Mission 
At Track Star we strive each day to constantly improve our position as the Value Proposition Leader in the fields of vehicular 

GPS technology, digital mapping and communication. We have attained this position by providing, in conjunction with our part-

ners, not only leading edge technology, but the flexibility to meet the varied needs of our many customers, as well as, we do it 

all while providing our reliable services at significantly lower costs of operation than our competition. 

Version 6.1 
  While the new feature set embodied 

in Track Star AVLS Version 6.1 has 

been discussed in previous editions of 

this newsletter, here is a recap of 

those features: 

 Active Directory Implementation 

 Programmable WMS interface 

 Dashboard Gauges 

 Driver Behavior Notifications* 

 Vehicle Data Bus Integration* 

 Enhanced web client functions 

and display 

 Improved system speed 

 Dynamic ESRI WMS capability 

 Expanded device support 

*Denotes features that are dependent 

upon the selected vehicular hardware 

and which vary in capability based on 

that hardware. 

New Version 6.1 User Interface 

Track Star AVLS Version 6.1 enhances the user experience with an improved user interface.  Shown above is an 

example of the new appearance which includes the dash boarding features to the right of the map display and the 

enhanced iconic toolbar above the main map display.  The iconic toolbar has been reorganized to logically group 

the tools and present them in a more effective display.  Added to the iconic toolbar is a new feature called “Map 

Favorites” which allows users to add quick reference to any map entity such as a specific vehicle, a point of inter-

est, etc.  The new dash boarding features are discussed in a separate article and are completely user configurable 

to allow for meaningful “at-a-glance” visualization of fleet activities. 



 

Out & About 

  CalAmp has released the new Van-

guard 5530, an LTE based device that 

provides high speed wireless connec-

tivity with WiFi, GPS vehicle tracking, 

multiple I/O, JPod capability, accel-

erometers and PEG functions.  This 

device is ideally suited to many Track 

Star AVLS users.  GPS and PEG func-

tions are carried over from the LMU 
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Dashboarding 

Track Star will be exhibiting at a 

number of trade shows and industry 

conferences in 2016.  These shows 

provide an excellent opportunity for 

our customers and prospective cus-

tomers to learn more about our 

latest products, services and innova-

tions.  Please come by to visit! 

2016 Trade Shows: 

Distributech 2016—Orlando, FL, 

February 9th—11th, Co-exhibiting 

Tech Advantage (NRECA)—New 

Orleans, February 15th—18th 

National Sheriff’s Association Annu-

al Conference—Minneapolis, MN, 

June 25th— 29th 

APWA Public Works Congress & 

Exposition—Minneapolis, MN, August 

28th—31st 

International Association of Chiefs of 

Police 122nd Annual Conference & 

Expo—San Diego, CA, October 15th—

18th 
 

Track Star is a member of the follow-

ing Associations: 

National Rural Electric Cooperatives 

Association (NRECA) 

National Fleet Management Associa-

tion (NAFA) 

National Sheriff’s Association (NSA) 

International Association of Chiefs of 

Police (IACP) 

Look for us in the Buyer’s Guides! 

product family and, as such, are 

supported in current Track Star 

AVLS versions.  The accelerometer 

and JPod functions are supported 

in AVLS Version 6.1 

 CalAmp has also announced the 

LTE versions of some members of 

the popular LTE family of devices.   

These cost effective and powerful 

devices, which are supported in 

the Track Star AVLS system, will 

now be available in LTE variants to 

ensure long service life as carriers 

sunset older cellular data services. 

  Sierra Wireless has announced the 

availability of a vehicle telemetry 

solution for use with the GX-450 

gateway device.  This solution pro-

vides for collection and reporting of 

various parameters found on OBDII 

data buses in light and medium duty 

vehicles.  The functions of this solu-

  In the upcoming release of Track 

Star AVLS Version 6.1, the system 

will provide a “dashboarding” fea-

ture.  With this feature, users will be 

able to create gauges in the system 

that are related to notifications that 

are present.  For example, the user 

will be able to create a gauge that 

represents the number of times a 

posted speed limit violation has 

been reported.  Users will set thresh-

olds in these gauges to determine 

when the indicators change from 

green to yellow and to red.  Users 

are also able to determine the time 

period that the gauges measure. 

Users can select from analog,  

digital  and combination gauges.  

The image below illustrates the 

configuration options for these new 

indicators which provide “at-a-

glance” indication of fleet behavior.  

Now in our 16th year, Track Star is a 

preeminent software developer and 

integrator of a variety of AVL devic-

es. The result of our efforts is an AVL 

system with the highest levels of 

functionality and flexibility that meet 

the needs of a growing base of cus-

tomers in various industries, while 

offering significantly lower costs of 

operation than competing systems.  

The Track Star AVLS solution and 

our other products continue to 

evolve with enhanced features and 

capabilities.  The products advance 

in concert with development in all of 

the underlying technologies that are 

employed. We encourage customers 

to communicate with us to provide 

us with the insight that we need to 

continue to deliver products that 

offer the best value proposition in 

the vehicle fleet management indus-

try. Call, email or visit our website 

tion for the GX-450 are supported in 

Track Star AVLS Version 6.1 with the 

addition of an on-premise MQTT  

broker as part of the AVLS system. 

 Sierra Wireless has released the 

new MP-70 gateway product.  This 

new device is an LTE only device that 

provides high speed data connectivi-

ty  via Ethernet and WiFi, GPS vehicle 

tracking and I/O functions.   

Track Star has added a new show to our trade show agenda.  We will be 

exhibiting at the Florida Sheriffs Association Fleet Admin and Vehicle Expo 

as a Bronze Sponsor,  Nov 2-4 at Saddlebrook Resort in Wesley Chapel FL. 


