
  2016 is well under way as we enter 

the second quarter and it is a very 

busy time here at Track Star Interna-

tional, Inc. 

  During the first 3 months of the year, 

we’ve already put a number of annual 

trade shows behind us on the calen-

dar. 

  The development team is hard at 

work implementing the road map for 

Track Star AVLS Version 6.1  Many of 

the new features are being tested and 

refined even as this newsletter goes 

President’s Message Bulk Dispatch 
  We’ve added a feature to Track Star 

AVLS that will be beneficial to many 

who use the Garmin® based dis-

patching tools in the product to dis-

patch vehicles in their fleets. 

  Until now, each stop that the vehicle 

was to make was entered manually 

and transmitted to the Garmin Nuvi® 

or Dezl® device. 

  The new feature allows users to 

upload spreadsheets of stops using 

Microsoft Excel® spreadsheets.  All of 

the stops in the sheet will be trans-

mitted to the desired Garmin® de-

vice as a batch.  The user can have 

the Garmin® device order the stops 

using the “Optimize Stops” button in 

the AVLS software. 

  Dispatchers can edit this list of 

stops dynamically during the work 

day as well, adding and subtracting 

stops or adjusting the order of stops 

as the situation might dictate. 

  This feature maximizes the function-

ality of the dispatch features of the 

Track Star AVLS system. 

to press. 

  Our list  of strategic partners, a 

key element of our long-term suc-

cess, has grown once again with 

the addition of MaxxFi to our ros-

ter.  You’ll find more information 

about their products in this news-

letter. 

  The rest of the quarter will be 

focused on getting Version 6.1 

ready for its release this summer. 

  Best wishes for warmer weather 

as spring is upon us all by now! 

Our Mission 
At Track Star we strive each day to constantly improve our position as the Value Proposition Leader in the fields of vehicular 

GPS technology, digital mapping and communication. We have attained this position by providing, in conjunction with our part-

ners, not only leading edge technology, but the flexibility to meet the varied needs of our many customers, as well as we do it 

all while providing our reliable services at significantly lower costs of operation than our competition. 

Pictometry 
  Pictometry is  a company familiar to a 

number of Track Star users.  They are 

a world class provider of high quality, 

high resolution aerial imagery present-

ed in both plan and oblique views.  A 

number of organizations that employ 

Track Star also use Pictometry for a 

variety of purposes. 

  Track Star has begun the processes 

that will tie our AVLS system to the 

imagery that Pictometry supplies.  Our 

present source of aerial imagery will 

remain in the AVLS product and the 

Pictometry imagery will be used to 

augment that imagery, providing data 

that is of up to 3 inch resolution, a 

significant improvement over the 1 

foot resolution of the present aerial 

data. 

  The interface will be through the Web 

Map Services interface in the web 

AVLS client and the dynamic URL link 

feature in the AVLS thick client. 

  Track Star AVLS has always pro-

vided users with the ability to de-

tect certain elements of driver 

behavior in the interest of safer 

fleet operations.  The ability to 

detect instances where drivers 

exceed legally posted speed limits 

or policy speed limits has been an 

important and useful function of 

the AVLS system. 

  GPS devices have begun to ap-

pear in the marketplace that pro-

vide the ability to detect other 

elements of vehicle operation 

beyond speed that are of interest 

in determining when a vehicle 

might be operating in an unsafe 

manner. 

  Primarily these new capabilities 

revolve around the inclusion of an 

accelerometer in the device which 

then reports to the Track Star AVLS 

system when acceptable levels of 

G forces are exceeded. 

  This capability allows the device to 

detect and report on excessive acceler-

ation, deceleration and cornering forc-

es. The Track Star notification system 

is being enhanced in the soon-to-be 

released Version 6.1 AVLS system, 

allowing real-time notification when 

such behaviors take place. 

  Certainly, the ability to detect and 

report on hard acceleration, hard brak-

ing and hard cornering has obvious 

applicability to the safe operation of 

fleet vehicles. These features allow 

management personnel the ability to 

correct such behaviors as they occur, 

potentially before they result in a seri-

ous accident. 

  These features also address fleet 

efficiency and economy.  Vehicles that 

are frequently subject to excessive 

rates of acceleration, braking and 

cornering exhibit greater rates of wear 

on suspensions, tires, engines and 

transmissions.  The ability to detect 

and correct these behaviors reduces 

the maintenance expenses for vehi-

cle fleets, further increasing the 

return on investment for the AVL 

system. 

  Track Star AVLS is, in Version 6.1, 

providing support for these features 

as they appear in the devices of-

fered by our hardware partners and 

we are in discussions with some of 

these partners as they begin to 

integrate accelerometers into the 

devices that they offer. 

  Keeping pace with the advances in 

all of the technologies that are com-

ponents of the overall Track Star 

AVLS product is the driving force 

behind our development efforts.  We 

are happy to assist our customers in 

understanding which devices con-

tain these capabilities, as well as in 

working to help understand the 

abilities and limitations of these 

features. 

Driver Behavior Features in AVLS 



 

Out & About 

  CalAmp has announced some chang-

es in the LMU product line, discontinu-

ing the LMU 2700 series and enhanc-

ing the LMU 2600 series with features 

to serve as the replacement to the 

2700 series.  The new LMU 2630 

provides models for CDMA, HSPA and 

LTE technologies along with an inter-

nal 1,000 mAh back up battery.  These 

cost effective devices are compatible 

with the Track Star AVLS solution. 

  Sierra Wireless has announced the 

availability of a vehicle telemetry solu-

tion for use with the GX-450 gateway 

device.  Track Star is evaluating the 

data delivered from this solution and 

preparing for integration of this capa-

bility into the Track Star AVLS system. 

  Sonim has announced the certifica-

tion of the XP devices on the Verizon 

Equipment News 
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Active Directory Implementation 

Track Star will be exhibiting at a 

number of trade shows and industry 

conferences in 2016.  These shows 

provide an excellent opportunity for 

our customers and prospective cus-

tomers to learn more about our 

latest products, services and innova-

tions.  Please come by to visit! 

2016 Trade Shows: 

Distributech 2016—Orlando, FL, 

February 9th—11th, Co-exhibiting 

Tech Advantage (NRECA)—New 

Orleans, February 15th—18th 

National Sheriff’s Association Annu-

al Conference—Minneapolis, MN, 

June 25th— 29th 

APWA Public Works Congress & 

Exposition—Minneapolis, MN, August 

28th—31st 

International Association of Chiefs of 

Police 122nd Annual Conference & 

Expo—San Diego, CA, October 15th—

18th 
 

Track Star is a member of the follow-

ing Associations: 

National Rural Electric Cooperatives 

Association (NRECA) 

National Fleet Management Associa-

tion (NAFA) 

National Sheriff’s Association (NSA) 

International Association of Chiefs of 

Police (IACP) 

Look for us in the Buyer’s Guides! 

Wireless LTE networks.  Track Star 

has recently made available an 

Android application that allows this 

device to be used in the Track Star 

AVLS solution as both a tracking 

device and a “man down” signaling 

device.  This app takes advantage 

of the manual and automatic “man 

down” reporting functions of the XP 

devices. 

  Track Star is working with MaxxFi 

to incorporate their ADD vehicle 

telemetry device into the AVLS 

system.  Doing so will provide cus-

tomers with another choice in 

devices for capturing and reporting 

information directly from vehicular 

data buses and reporting that data 

in the AVLS system. 

 

  Work is well underway in the devel-

opment of Track Star AVLS Version 

6.1.  As this newsletter goes to press, 

testing of a pre-release candidate 

has begun internally. Interest has 

been shown by a number of existing 

users in participating as Beta level 

testers as we ready the new version 

for general release. 

  Version 6.1 is on schedule for a 

3Q2016 release date.  The spate of 

new features included in this release 

and discussed in detail in previous 

versions of the newsletter requires a 

good deal of regression testing and 

new feature testing both in the devel-

opment lab, as well as in the real 

world. 

  We are showcasing many of the new 

  In the upcoming release of Track 

Star AVLS Version 6.1, an imple-

mentation of Active Directory fea-

tures will be included.  This has long 

been an area of interest in our de-

velopment efforts and is an item of 

significant interest to many of our 

customers, especially larger organi-

zations who use AD for the manage-

ment of their overall computer sys-

tems. 

  The Active Directory features to be 

found in Version 6.1 will make the 

management of user access far 

more centralized and convenient.  

The new version will add the AD 

feature set, but will also continue to 

support the existing user manage-

ment features found in the current 

version of the product since not all 

Track Star customers make use of 

Active Directory. 

Now in our 16th year, Track 

Star is a preeminent software 

developer and integrator of a 

variety of AVL devices. The 

result of our efforts is an AVL 

system with the highest levels 

of functionality and flexibility 

that meet the needs of a grow-

ing base of customers in vari-

ous industries, while offering 

significantly lower costs of op-

eration than competing sys-

tems.  The Track Star AVLS 

solution and our other prod-

ucts continue to evolve with 

enhanced features and capa-

bilities.  The products advance 

in concert with development in 

all of the underlying technolo-

gies that are employed. 

features in our trade show exhibits 

and with some new prospective cus-

tomers. 

  Concurrent with the enhanced fea-

tures found in the system and with 

client functions, the new release also 

make significant improvement to the 

web browser based client applica-

tion. 

  We anticipate an initial Beta test 

version release around the end of 

April or early May and we will use the 

results of those tests to further refine 

the final production release. 

  While we have an initial cadre of 

Beta test organizations, should any  

user desire to participate, please 

contact us to inquire about the Best 

Test program. 

Development News  

Track Star has added a new show to our trade show agenda.  We will be 

exhibiting at the APWA Florida Chapter Public Works Expo in Tampa, FL  - 

April  21st at the Tampa Embassy Suites. 

Track Star exhibit at the 2016 NRECA show in New Orleans. 


